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Boat Preparation: Outfitting

Bring repair manuals and sufficient filters and spare parts for any systems unique to yachts, such as a watermaker, heads, bow thruster or stabilizers. Parts and repairs for mechanical systems normally found on commercial vessels (common diesel mains and generators, pumps, hoses, refrigeration) will be readily available in larger ports, such as Tampico, Vera Cruz, La Paz, Guaymas, Puerto Vallarta, Manzanillo, Acapulco and Salina Cruz. Mexico refines oil, so lube oil is readily available in these ports in five-gallon buckets. Thanks to the ubiquitous 'panga,' outboard parts are readily available in almost every coastal town. 

Bridge 

For Mexican waters, you should have a recently adjusted compass and error card, a reliable depth sounder (min. 100-fathom), a good radar (min. 15-mile) and an installed GPS, and all spare parts to keep them running; installed VHF and at least one hand-held VHF, ham-capable SSB radio, (WX-fax optional); updated nav charts for overall planning, coastal cruising and harbor charts; rolling plotter or parallel rules; dividers with lead in one end for radar plotting; lots of #2 pencils and sharpener; hand-bearing compass with light; navigation log book; at least one pair of 7x50 binoculars (stabilized or night vision optional); barometer, anemometer, two-flag halyards; Q-flag, Mexican flag, U.S. flag; original valid vessel document or registration; 12 clear copies of vessel document or registration; 12 clear copies of each passport and validated tourist card and temporary import permit after you get them; Spanish-English dictionary; 'Rules of the Road;' 'Sailing Directions;' Reed's 'Nautical Almanac;' 'Light List;' 'MexWX: Mexico Weather for Boaters;' 'Mariners' Guide to Single Sideband.' 

Deck 

Storm anchor, standard overnight anchors and stern hook; all chain setup, plus chain to rode setup with chafe gear; a good inflatable dinghy with hard bottom, athwartship seat, hard transom and reliable non-wimpy outboard motor, oars and spare gas can; marine grade padlock and cable for outboard and gas can; dinghy anchor and rode; (dinghy wheels optional); (dinghy davits or crane optional); dinghy patch kit; canvas pontoon covers; spare diesel jugs and water jugs, three large heavy-duty round fenders (not tubular); (fender board optional); extra long heavy-duty dock lines and spring lines, all with chafe gear; flashlights with spare bulbs and batteries; omnidirectional high-powered spot light; sturdy 10- to 12-foot wooden or polypro boat hood; 50-foot non-toxic water hose; 25-foot diesel hose; sun awning for cockpit and deck); marine-grade padlock and cable for permanent deck gear; foldable dolly or dock cart; swim ladder; boarding plank; snorkel gear (mask, snorkel, fins) for bottom cleaning; exterior cleaning supplies; (optional bikes or roller scooters for land transport). 

Engine room 

Repair manual, rebuild kit and spare parts for each engine on board; plumbed dual Racor filter system for changing filters without shutting down; filters (4x) for fuel, oil and water, bilge and water pumps and extra impellors and float switches; battery charger system; one spare injector, set of belts and gaskets; spare fuel line and flare tool; spare starter and fuel pump; generator shut-down solenoid and brushes; spare prop and puller; come-along; distilled water and hydrometer, refrigeration freon charge kit; shaft-packing material; hydraulic fluid; steering diaphragms or seals; long jumper cables; soldering gun and flux solder; autopilot relays and connectors; spares (4x) for running lights bulbs; paper for WX fax; PL-259 connectors, RG-58U cabling and SWR bridge; fuses (4x) for all electronics; oil-absorbent pads; trouble light and long cord; Simple Green bilge cleaner; a complete set of hand tools tailored for your machinery. 
Safety equipment 

All the required items to pass U.S. Coast Guard inspection, including bell and pollution placards; certified 6-man SOLAS offshore life raft with extra water and food packed inside; first-aid medical bag that can go into the ditch kit; buoyant ditch kit (abandon ship) duffel bag to hold hand-held VHF and GPS and 406 Mhz EPIRB, plus spare batteries for each; PFDs with strobes for twice as many crew, children and pets; extra flares for flare gun; at least three ABC fire extinguishers and/or installed system; collision kit: bungs, underwater epoxy, fiberglass mat and resin hot-batch supplies; MOB system; swim steps; VHF loud hailer; safety mesh for forward lifelines; dive gear (scuba tank, regulator and BC vest) for emergency underwater repairs; kelp cutters on the prop shafts, especially for Baja, employable jack lines and clip-in safety harnesses for at least two crew; spare standing rigging (1 x longest run wire) and swedge tool and fittings; spare running rigging (halyard sheve, blocks, shackles and lines); duct tape (keep in cool spot). 

Ship keeping 

Oil-absorbant pads for engine areas; watermaker, or large capacity water tanks with access ports for cleaning; reliable refrigeration system; reliable stove and oven; (propane tanks optional); (deck barbecue optional); (optional trash compacter); hatch wind scoop; two to four small interior fans or air conditioning; fine mesh port and hat sun screen; non-spring mattresses; fine-gauge 100 percent cotton sheets or sheet pockets; spray anti-mildew solution (white vinegar or Lysol; thermal insulating window covers; Raid roach spray for grocery cartons; unbreakable covered serving bowls for beach pot-lucks; tension- bar keepers for inside upright refrigerator; lanyard flashlights for each crew and guest; interior cleaning supplies. 

Haul-outs 

If you plan to haul out for your regular 'bottom job,' remember that Mexican bottom paints are very effective (types no longer sold in the U.S.), skilled labor is generally cheaper, but anything imported is taxed. Emergency haul-outs get top priority in Mexico, but we've never seen a backlog. Haul-out yards for yachts: Cabo San Lucas, La Paz, Puerto Penasco, San Carlos, Guaymas, Mazatlàn, Puerto Vallarta, Manzanillo, Vera Cruz.


