Sea Ray Factory Tour
July 30th I had the opportunity to visit one of the Sea Ray Factories on Merritt Island, Florida. This was the factory that builds the 50 foot plus boats! 
The first thing you notice when you enter the factory is how large it is, how busy everyone is, and how clean (relatively) it is! Strict safety codes are followed. Every employ we met with said hello with a smile. 

It is amazing watching the assembly line of a boat that could take a couple of months to build, from beginning to end. 

At the one end is the hull, completely exposed. All electronics, plumbing, and wiring is done at this time. 

Next the top is placed over the hull and the two parts are sealed together. From that point on, each inside section is done as a module. Whole shower compartments are prepared outside, then secured in their proper place. 

When the boat is nearly finished (except for the carpet and finer details), it is then placed in the water and the real testing begins. Each boat undergoes 5 to 10 hours of water time to ensure the overall quality and performance is met. 

Following this, the final parts are added, and the very last step is to have several senior managers come aboard and do a personal inspection. They open and close every thing. They touch and feel, and listen to all parts of the boat. No detail is left out. 

It sort of reminds me of the old commercial which has “Inspector #9” saying “It doesn’t say Hanes until I say, it says Hanes!”

In our photo gallery, there are a series of pictures showing the various stages of boats being built. The one boat with the rear hatch (it is a crews quarters) is actually a boat being built for Newport Boats (a 55 Sundancer). 

I was very impressed with the quality of people, the pride of workmanship, and in the ned, a boat that shows all of these qualities. 

