Boat Check list
Prior to Arriving at the dock

· Decide destination, activities and equipment needed. 

· Do you need reservations or permits for your planned destination?
· Decide what clothing (see notes below), food (see notes below) and other goodies will be taken.
· Decide a “Plan B”

· File a float plan!
· Keys for the boat?



At the Marina

· Vehicle:

· In the appropriate space?

· Does it need a permit?

· Okay to leave for length of time you will be gone? 

At the Dock (On the Boat)

· Check condition and confirm:

· Life jackets (1 for each person).
· Fire extinguishers.
· Flares and signaling devices.
· Throwable floatation device.
· First Aid Kit

· Vessel Documentation in order?

· Fluid Check:

· Check fuel level.
· Check water level.
· Check oil.
· Head.
· Stowed:

· Food.
· Clothing.
· Personal items – Car keys, wallet, purse, etc.

· Breakables.
· Confirm all water faucets are off (you might want to shut off fresh water pump system)!
· Does the generator work?

· Is the anchor secured and working?

· Close and secure: 
· All hatches (double check).
· All cabinet doors.
· Refrigerators.
· TV’s. 

· Electronics:

· Are all electronics functioning properly?

· Air conditioner off.
· Extra or unnecessary lights off.
· Circuit for shore power off.
· Give passengers a quick safety orientation.

At the Dock (Around the Dock)

· Shore power off, disconnected and stowed?

· Water off and hose secured?

· Any other shore cables secured (telephone, TV, etc)?
· All extra lines and fenders secured or stowed?
· Dock box closed and locked?
Departing from the Slip
· Turn on engines.
· Turn on all electronics you will use. Confirm the correct ones are on!
· Confirm radio is operational and on correct channel.
· Cast off and stow lines and fenders. (Some people wait to stow fenders until clear of the slip)
· Look for any cross traffic before pulling out.
· Signal if appropriate!
· Slow and easy!

· Take a deep breath and relax, this is what you are here for! (
In the Harbor on Return (Before Returning to the Slip)
· Refuel.
· Dump or pump head.
· Prepare tie down lines and fenders.
At the Slip

· Secure boat - Tie up and place fenders before shutting down engines.
· Turn off engines.
· Reconnect shore power and other cables as needed.
· Turn on shore power circuit.
· Wash down boat.
· Spray is usually not enough!

· Brush and use soap or other salt solvent.
· Wipe bright work and glass to avoid spots.
· Clean the dingy.

· Refill fresh water.

· Use Dehumidifiers if available in cabin.
Extra Notes and Thoughts
Clothing Considerations

· Good to have an extra set of clothing on board at all times.
· Good to have a warm and water proof windbreaker on board.
· Shoes that are non-slip and won’t mark the boat.
· Hat and sunglasses a must even if you sit under a canopy.
· Sunscreen a must!

· Bug repellant is good to have on board at all times.
Food Considerations

· Food and boating go together – get creative or keep it simple.
· Do as much prepping at home as possible to maximize boat enjoyment time.
· Use baggies and aluminum foil.
· If you leave the refrigerator on at all times, store a bottle of wine or two, beer, sodas, etc.  Please note that there are strict “boating under the influence” laws so please use good sense.
· Charcoal, propane, or microwave oven? They each work well!

· Plan snacks as well as meals. Being on the water makes people hungry! 

· Do you need more ice? Ice chest or freezer sufficient?

· Do you need drinking water instead of on-board water system water?

· Take along or keep on board several different sized serving bowls. 

· Cutting boards work great for cutting as well as serving platters for cheese displays, pates, etc! 

· Re-sealable airtight containers work well for dry goods.
